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time, probably had little or no practice in writing such
things, but soon acquired a good style. The first of his
papers, or articles, was printed in the Democrat, Feb. 25,
1851, an article of several columns, entitled, ‘a brief his-
tory of the Ojibways in Minnesota, as obtained from their
old men.” This was followed by other chapters during
the same year. These sketches took well, and seemed to
please all who read them. I finally suggested to him that
if he would gather them up, and with the other material
which he had, work them into a book, it would sell read-
ily, and possibly secure him some profits. The idea
seemed to please him, and I am certain it never occurred
to him before. He at once set about it, and from time to
time when I saw him during the next two years, he
assured me he was making good progress. At this period
he was in poor health and much discouraged at times,
suffering from occasional hemorrhages, as well as from
financial straitness.

“ During all my intercourse with Mr. Warren, for two or
three years, I never saw the least blemish in his character.
His habits were scrupulously correct, and his morals
seemed unsullied. He appeared candid and truthful in
everything, and of a most amiable disposition. Though
about that time he was bitterly assailed by some whose
schemes regarding the Indians he had opposed, he never
spoke of them with any bitterness, but kindly, gently,
and forgivingly. In fact, I never heard him speak ill of
any one.”

Mr. Warren’s widow, now Mrs. Fontaine, of White
Earth, states that when he had once set about writing his
projected book, he pursued his work with an ardor that
rapidly undermined his already feeble health. He read,
studied, and wrote early and late, whenever his official duties
or absence from home did not prevent, and even when suffer-
ing from pain and debility. During this period, a corres-



